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was both a publishing and a book-selling centre, and was
much patronised by literary men, who made it a kind of
lounge, meeting there of an afternoon, towards the absinthe
hour, and again at night when the theatres closed. You
might meet there such men as the two Dumas, the Gon-
courts, Paul de Musset, Nestor Roqueplan, G-autier, About,
Lambert-Thiboust, Jules Noriac, a brilliant clironiqueur,
who never went to bed till sunrise, Xavier Aubryet, who
combined literature with business, penning prose as full of
sparkle as the champagne he sold, and Dr. Cerise, a fashion-
able and eccentric medical man, who shrewdly "physicked "
his lady patients with amusing books. Chatrian also came
to the Librairie Nouvelle, with Offenbach, Cle'singer, Auber,
HaleVy, and Meilhac ; and among all these one might occa-
sionally espy amiable diplomatists like the Chevalier Nigra
and the Prince de Metternich, the husband of " the wittiest
woman of the age."

Now, when M. Albert Lacroix, the publisher of Zola's
" Contes a Ninon " and " Confession de Claude," established
the Librairie Internationale, in a very similar position, that
is at the corner of the Boulevard Montmartre and the Rue
Vivienne, he wished to make it a literary centre of the same
description as the Librairie Nouvelle. And he largely suc-
ceeded in his endeavour, attracting many patrons of the
older establishment, and drawing numerous others around
him. Indeed, the Librairie Internationale became almost a
revolutionary centre; for besides issuing many translations
of foreign works, such as those of G-rote, Buckle, Dean
Merivale, Bancroft, Motley, Prescott, Gervinus, Duncker,
and Herder, it published many of the writings of Hugo and
Michelet, Eugene Pelletan and Edgar Quinet, Lamartine Paris, Oliarpentier, 1881 et se$.pplauded tumultuously, in spite of
